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Congress made a promise in 1975—to fund 40 percent of the cost to educate students under IDEA to 
help cover the excess costs of special education services. Today, the number of students covered under 

the Act has increased from 3.7 million in 1975 to 8.3 million in 2027. And yet, Congress provides only 10 
percent.

In [insert state], that gap forces school districts to redirect more than [insert amount] each year from 
general education just to meet federal requirements. These are dollars that should be going to reading 
support, mental health services, and classroom instruction—for all students.

We are proud to serve students with disabilities. That is not optional—it is essential. But the current 

system shifts a federal responsibility onto local communities.

This is not a new program or a new ask. It is a commitment already made.

We urge Congress to establish a clear, multi-year path to full funding by 2040. Our students—and our 
communities—cannot wait another 50 years.


